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occasional playmate. The husband will take over a
part of his wife's work, even in the kitchen, to relieve
his wife when she is nursing the child. I have seen
young husbands holding their babies awkwardly in
their arms in the evening when enjoying their leisure
after hard work in the daytime,
As the child grows, the father's influence over the
child increases. In the case of boys, the father is the
source of discipline ; less so in the case of girls. The
mother is more or less indulgent; when a child is
mischievous the mother often will not punish him
directly but threaten to tell his father. The method
adopted by the father is usually beating. Very often
in the evening a big storm will burst out in a house
and show that a child is being beaten by a bad-tempered
father. As a rule this is ended by the mediation of
the mother. Sometimes, the result is a dispute
between husband and wife.
Children more than six years old are usually engaged
in collecting grass to feed the sheep. This job is con-
genial to them because it permits a free run in the wild
with their companions without any interference from
the elders. Girls above twelve generally stay at home
with their mothers and are engaged in household work
and silk reeling, keeping apart from the children's
group.
It is only through a gradual process that a dependent
child becomes a full member of the community and it
is also by a gradual process that the old retire to a
dependent position. These two processes are actually
two phases of a general process, that is, the trans-
mission of social functions from one generation to the
other—whereby social continuity is secured in spite
of biological discontinuity. The social functions of

